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How to Manage a Job Offer

After months of interviewing,
you've received an internship/job
offer. Congratulations — a company
sees your value and wants to hire
you! The very next questions you
should ask yourself are "Do | want
this internship/job? Is it aligned
with my career goals?” If you don't
ask yourself these questions, you
may end up in an awkward
situation weeks or months later.

If the answer to the above question
is a heartfelt “Yes,” and you've
accepted the offer and passed any
pre-employment background
checks, now is the time to cancel all
other interviews that you have
scheduled. Email your contact to
thank them for the opportunity to
interview and let them know that
you cannot continue in the process
because you've accepted another
offer.

If you receive an offer and are
concerned that you might be able
to find something better, this
internship/job may not be exactly
what you were looking for.

In that case, especially if you're
early on in your internship search,
it's also completely OKAY to ask for
more time to make your decision!
It's also okay to say “No thank you”
to an offer if you decide it's not
right for you!

“Why don't | keep interviewing?”
you might ask yourself. “I might
find something better.”

Once you have accepted an offer
verbally and in writing, you have
made a commitment to start
working for that company.

If you were to keep interviewing
and accept an offer from another
company while backing out on the
first offer that you accepted,

you're putting your professional
reputation at risk.

The practice of backing out on a
job offer is called reneging, and
recruiters and hiring managers
remember candidates who do this
-- not in a good way.

The world is small, and you may
encounter someone from that
company the next time you're
looking for a job; they'll be less
inclined to hear you out.

If for any reason you do accept an
offer and later decide to renege,
take the time to apologize for the
considerable time and effort that
the company put into hiring you
and, if you're comfortable, explain
your decision.

Contact your career coach in the
Engineering Career Center to help
manage the communication with
employers.

We're good for more than just
resume reviews. ©
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We are now on Twitter! @EngrCareersUIC. Follow us to learn about jobs, events, news & more!
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